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due to another hidden cause. Every man
has contracted debts which have to be
paid ; his wrong thoughts, wrong desires,
and wrong actions have built up obstacles
in his way, and sometimes even hem him
in as the walls of a prison-house. A debt
of wrong is discharged by a payment of
suffering; a man must bear the conse-
quences of the wrongs he has wrought.
A man condemned to die of starvation by
his own wrong-doing in the past, may hurl
his prayers against that destiny in vain.
The desire-form he creates will seek but
will not find ; it will be met and thrown
back by the current of past wrong. Here,
as everywhere, we are living in a realm of
law, and forces may be modified or entirely
frustrated by the play of other forces with
which they come into contact. Two
exactly similar forces might be applied to
two exactly similar balls; in one case, no
other force might be applied to the ball,
and it might strike the mark aimed at; in
the other, a se.cond force might strike the
ball and send it entirely out of its course.
And so with two similar prayers; one may
go on its way unopposed and effect its